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shaped fruits, dark purple, red, yel-
low, or white in color. The solitary
flowers are star-shaped with purple
petals and yellow stamens surround-
ing the pistil in a kind of beaked
structure. The heart-shaped leaves
are largs and long and covered with
fine hairs and spines. The plants
were grown in Asia before the Chris-
tian Era and were referred to as Jew's
Apple and Mad Apple. They were

grown for ornament and later for
food and are mentioned in discussions
on medicines. They are grown in the
United States for their fruits. If not
properly prepared, the fruit has an
acrid flavor which is not particularly
desirable. If the fruit is sliced and
then freshened or exposed to air be-
fore being fried in a covering of bat-
ter, the flavor is very attractive. Most
people agree, however, that a few
plants in the garden will go a long
way. Large numbers of them are
grown and shipped to our markets
and are appreciated especially by
our Asiatic citizenry,

TYPES AND VARIETIES : Varieties dif-
fer as to shape, size, and color of the

fruits. The varieties commonly grown
are the large-fruited types which are
round-to-oblong and slightly flat-
tened. The fruits weigh from a
pound to five pounds. Black Beauty,
Florida Highbush, and Xew York
Improved are all long-season varie-
ties that require 75 to So days to
mature. Recently the New Hamp-
shire was introduced as an earlier
variety which matures in 60 days.
It has smaller fruits but is better
suited to the northern sections where
the other varieties might mature too
late.

The Black Pekin is a good variety
of very dark color, with a smaller,
somewhat cylindrical fruit, slightly
tapering toward the base. Many peo-
ple prefer its fruit, because it is more
like a cucumber for slicing purposes.
A slice 3 inches in diameter is easier
to prepare than one 7 or 8 inches in
diameter.

The white varieties are more pop-
ular in Europe and people who have
grown them in gardens say they are
preferable for home use, but there is
very little sale for them on the mar-
kets, It is another case where the
home gardener knows what is good
but, in order to sell through a mar-
ket, must produce something that
to him seems inferior.

There are eggplants which pro-
duce fruits an inch or so in diameter
and a foot or more in length. They
are referred to as S.m., var. serpen-
tinum. The dwarf types with small,
more or less pear-shaped fruits are
referred to as S.m.} var. depression.
The Chinese eggplant is often desig-
nated as the scarlet-fruited variety
of S. integrifolium, sometimes called
tomato eggplant. The fruits of red or
yellow are often used for ornamental
plantings.